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INSURRECTION, ^c. 



ITXaP any ecninent Hiftorian of the Age. 
undertaken to giye the Pyblic a faithful 
Hiftory of the kingdom of Ireland, froni the 
early, ^ra of it's boajftpd antiqpity tq the: 
pr?:fent Day, diftinguifhing his work into- 
Annals, he would fcarcely h^ve ventured on 
the Commencement of the Ypar 1786 withoutr 
^ ^ jPaufe. . Whsitevcr extraordinary Events be, 
\^-^ ipaight have recorded thro' the„Prpgrefs of his 
^;:v work, yet while he beheld in filent Aflonifh-. 
rpent the Tranfa(?Jions^he was now goiiig to. 
'7 xeiate, he wOyld have thopght it neceflary 
^ . by fome previous addrefs to befpeak the in- 
^ dulgence of his Reader, and to appeal to. 
fotnqthin^ more than his pooler Judgment,. 
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to prevent a fufpicion of his own Veracity,* 
and fceure Credit to his Narration. Such 3; 
Convulfion, I had almoft faid a lievolution, 
has taken place within the compafs of a 
fingle Year, as is not to be paralleled in the 
hiftory of Nations. Tho' the Fads are of 
Ppblic Notoriety; yet are they of fo fingulaf 
a kind, that it is to be feared that niapy of 
them will be controverted even by our own 
Countrympn, who have not refided in or near 
the Diftrid? where they happened; and to 
Foreigners thp relation of them will carry the 
appearance of grofs Exaggeratioii. It will 
not be admitted in this/enlightened age, when 
the fpirit of obedience to Law and Order has 
made fuch a progrefs in other Nations, that 
in a Country, where the bleflings of public 
Peace have been enjoyed without intferruption 
for .near a Ceritqry paft, where no foreigti' 
"Enemy has made his appearance for fp long 
a time, fuch a Spirit of Hoflility Ihould have* 
fuddenly broken forth, as fetting at Defiance 
all the reftraints of' legal Authority, and 
calling off all reverence for Religion, b?ds faff' 
for bringing' about a Revolution^ that, either 
in it's immediate or remoter ConfiqUeri^es, 
will work ap2f(al Change in our Religious and 
Civil EftaW'iflbments. If the Irifurgents fllould 
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, our Ecclefiaftical Eftablifhnletit at 
Icaft, fo long a boailed part of our happly 
Gonftitution, mull fall to the ground. And 
when one great Pillar of the jpabrick falls, 
Jet the other tremble ! If they be fuppreffed, 
it is to be dreaded, that, in order to rivet 
Shackles upon future Licentibufhcfs, it will 
be thought neceffaty to infipbfe fuch rigid 
reftri(9ioris by Authority of Law, as may 
infringe and bear hard upon the rights of Civil 
Freedom. In either cafe we fhall havie caufe 
to rtie the dav, when either the barbarous feiro- 
city of thd 7r/)% Peafantry, the fupinenefs attd 
connivance of the /r//^ Gentry, or the inte- 
refted animbfity of Fa<Siion, have caufed or 
fu|rered fuch a, fire to be kindled as muft, in 
tlfe prdgrefs of its fury, corifumc every thing 
that is effential to public or private happinefs* 

In the fir ft rife and after-progrefs of the 
Infurredtion, it cxadly refemblcs the monfter 
defcribed by the Poet — Parva meiu primoy 

wox fefe attollit in auras. " From the 

*^ humbleft beginnings, it has rifen to fuch a 
** monftrous altitude of Iniquity as flartles the 
" imagination." From creeping on the ground, 
it has foared into the regions of madnefs 
'and folly beyond the limit* of what the rhoft I 

extravagant ^ 
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extravagant fancy could have conceived. At 
firft it was but as midnight n^eteors — bodies 
pf unarmed Peafantry, ranging through the 
Country, and alarming the peaceable Inhabi- 
tants with unmeaning npife and riot, fuppofed 
to be the efibiSts of their ufual idlenefs and 
intoxication : But it fbon afTumed a more 
formidable afped, and, .Comet like^ betrayed 
omens of portentous import, giving evident 
tokens that it had a deeper and darker pur- 
pqfc, that it was abetted and fet forward by 
fome potent Maqhinator of mifchief, who 
working in fecret, from his dark abode Jh^k 
Pejiilence and War againft the peace and prof* 
perity of his Country. 

In thd month of November 178$, we think 
it. was, that this inteftine Crujade commenced, 
and before the end of the year 1786, it 
has well nigh effeded it's purpole. Priefls 
•aiid their Altars were the immediate Objedte 
of its hoftility, and the War has been carried 
on with all the inveterate rancour and animofi- 
ty, ufuaUy incident to Religious contefts. 
Bui; at .the fame time it wears a colour of 
peculiarity, that diftinguiflies it from every 
other religious or anti-rdigious War, that was 
ever waged under the Banners of either the 

Crojs 
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Crofs Of ihc Crefcent. True it is^ that Religion* 
diffentions have produced fatal convulfions in 
many Countries. Contending Bigots, of every 
perfuafion whatfoever, have raged with more 
tha:n human Animofity againft each other ; 
and to fupport their tenets, and diflFufe their 
dodtrines, have not fcrupled to wade through 
the blood of their opponents, and defolate 
their Country with fire and fword* Still they 
were the Champions of fome Religion. While 
, they raged tb extirpate the Religion which 
they conceived to be falfe, they were equally 
ssealous to eftablifh that ^'hich they believed 
to be true. But never before the prefent 
day did it happen, that the Inhabitants of 
any Country rofe up againft Religion it/elf^ 
wishing to root it out of the Land.* For 
if you chafe away the Minifters of Religion^ 
Religion herfelf muft quickly follow. She 
- will not ftay' behind her Priefts and her Altars. 
She cannot exiu without them. It was re-^ 
ferved for the Angular Wickednefs of modern 
Times, that Bands of ignorant Keams fliould 
undertake to realize the Fable, as it were, 

* Suet was the terror fpread bjr their movements, that man/ 
of the Clergy, juftly alarmed for the fafety of their Lives, fled 
from their flocks and habitations, and carried away their families 
into towns and other places of fecurity. 
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and with Gigantic rcjflinefs. to carry off a War 
again ft Heaven , itfelf^ Even the z^loui^ 
Roman Catholic, forgetting the SupeHlitioua 
Veneration he fo lately paid to the facred 
chacader of his Prieft, involves him in the 
common Ruin, and is ready without rembrle 
to facrifice him ta the Daemons of Difcord and 
Sedition. 

Their mode of Warfare againft the ellablifli- 
ed Keligron was firii to depreciate the value of 
Tithes, which are appointed by Law for the 
Maintenance of the Clergy. For this purpofe 
they aflumed to themfefves the Authority of 
impoiing .com^puliory Oaths upon the Inha- 
bitants of the leveral Parlfhes^ that they 
tvould not pay more for Tithes, than fuch a 
price a:s would reduce them to the one half 
6f theif ufual, and not one third of theic 
real Value.'*' If the Clergyman fhould refufe 
fo comply with thefe Terms and refolve to 
carry his Tithes,, they were fwpra not td 
aflift or even work for him for hire. None 
but his own menial Servants were, to be 
fuffered to do' the Work. ' Their compulfory 

* To diefe rates the gencralkj of the Clergy havcbeea 
obliged to fubmit. and their irtcomes have been 'reduced in 
proporti^on. 

Oaths 
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Oaths were forced like wife upou many of th« 
Clergy thebfelves, and fome of thofe who 
refufed to comply with the Impofition, were 
threatened with inflant deaths or inilidions of 
difgrace aiad torture that were worle than 
death. If Proofs were wanting to evince 
the unrelenting Cruelties that were pradifed 
iapon all who were expofed to the brutal 
rage of tlie Infurgents, their feveral Modes of 
novel Punifhments, which were inflidedupon 
many, betray fuch a raercilefs difpofiti.on, and 
argue fuch ingenuity in the ^invention of 
^^ortures as would difgrace even the Nature 
of Savages."*^ 

Thele Outrages againft the properties aijd 
ptrfons of the Eflablifhed Clergy may be 

* Thefc were the white horfe, burying alive, carding, ^c^ 
As man/ of our readers will probably be at a lofs to compre- 
hend the meaning of theftf terms, it h n^ceflary to explain them. 
71bat of the white horfe means a board fluck with 'large nails^ 
their points upward, fafteaed upon a horfe^s back, the man 
placed nake^ upon this faddle, and driven for i^veral miles in 
^is painful fituation. Bwcyicg alife explains icfelf. Carding 
was applying a i»oo]-H:ard to a, man's naked body, till he bled at 
every pore, and wis almoft flea'd alive. Proftors and Tithe- 
farmers, or any who were bpld and honeft enough to give in« 
formations before a Magiftrate, were thofe who fuffered from 
theie vindr($live^ barbarities. Thofe likewif: who prefumed to 
difobey the Orders of their Capt. Right, were furc to feel the 
Lafli of their Severity. 

deemed 
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(asqmcd and were at firft fuppoffed) to be the 
tScQ9 of Bigotry ^nd Superftition, (for the 
Infurgents were moftly of the Roman Catho^ 
lie perfuafion) and that they were iriftigated 
to them by their PrieftSi But their treatment 
*f their own Clergy was, if pofliblei ftilt 
more nnjuft and barbarous- Bcfides flrippjng 
them of the greater part of thofe Dues and 
voluntary Offerings^ which had been ufually 
paid them for the difchiarge of Religious 
Offices^ they proceeded to infli£l upon fome 
erf them the fame perfonal Violences that 
have been related above. They drove therti 
from their Attars, (hut up their places of 
public Worfhip, and interdicted them frpm 
theexercife of their facred Funffions j^depriv- 
kig .ihemfelviss in the paroxysm of thcii? 
phrenzy of all the fancied benefits of even 
their own Superftition. This fad is alons 
fufficient. to illuftrate and verify the obferva- 
tion made at the beginning — that this Infur- 
fc^ion was unique in the Hiftory of Mankind, 
and that nothing like it, either in it's objedfc 
or its means, has ever happened upon the facci 
of the globe. 
J . . . . • 

' Befide thefe greater outrages'" and grpflcr 
adls of violence bccafionally. cQtnmitted by 

thefe 
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thefe anti-rcllgioftifts, their daily and liightlyr 
pradices, which comparatively fpeaking mayl 
be ftiled their leflfer enormities,, were yet fucb 
as> in lefs turbulent times and in a more 
civilized Country, would have been confidejred 
as fuch fiagrjint offences againit . the peace 
of Society as called loudly upon the Govern«4 
ment to check and chaftife* Thefe were 
maiming of cattle, burning of corn and houfest* 
marching and counter-mairching through the 
country in military array by day and nighty 
fpreading fuch alarms on every fide, that the 
few peaceable inhabitants lived in perpetual 
apprehenfions, confcious that they held theic 
lives and properties, but at the capricious will 
of a wild and licentious multitude. Theic 
menacing letters likewife, demanding either 
an immediate junction with their Body, of 
contributions of money, hbrfcs, and ammuni-r 
tion,. difFufed ' the terror of their name int<;^ 
places where they made no perfonal appear^ 
ranee, and induced many otherwife well-diCj- 
pofed people to parade among them from the 
4rcad of expofing themfclves to the effcQts c( 
their refentment by a refufal. In their ex^ 
curfive expeditions they made no diftindion^ 
Rich and poor, high and low met with 
-equal treatment at their hands- They fur- 
rounded 
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rounded 'the Manfioii of the Lord of thb; 
Maaor> if any fuch were deemed to be inimi- 
cal to their, projeds, with the fame menacing 
audacity, • as they did' the dwelling of the- 
farmer or the cottager. As the commands of 
their redoubtable Captain Right met with 
more implicit obedience from them, than the 
Laws of the Land, and .taught them to con- 
temn their Authority, fo his pfeferice at their 
had relieved their minds from that awe 
and even fervile tevcrence^ which they once 
acknowledged and felt in the preffefice of theif 
Landlords. Thus paffed away the time of 
an whole fummer, which exhibited fcenes 
new* in the memory of man. It was a rare 
phoBnbmenon in a country that boafts the 
happmefs of Ion g-eftablrfhed Government and 
tegular Legiflation, that tumultuous bodies 
of men fhould be feen, traverfing the fruitful 
plains in the fpirit of devaftatidn, like the 
-wild beafts of the foreft laying wafte the 
fruits of induftry, committing to the flamed 
thfe dwellings and the hopes, of the laborious ^ 
hufbandraan without let or controul from any 
•public authority. The forbearance and lenity 
cf Government are doubtlcfs to be attributed 
to node, but the pureft motives ;— the hope 
perhaps, that thefe diforders wpre but tempc-^ 

rary 



^ 



*1 



• [ 13 ] • , 

rary and wQiild fubfide of the mfel yes, or might 
be-^ fupprelled without bloodflied. But fuch' 
virtues were loft upon the obdurate hearts of- 
thefe infatuated madmen. Even the after- 
interference of Government, though ftrenuous' 
and judicious', has proved ineiFeduaL ,I.tS' 
patience they conilrued into pufillariimity or* 
approbation* Its /authority they* are deter- 
mined to refift. Certain it is/>th^ interpofitioa' 
of Government camp too late to refcuc the^ 
propettjes of the Clergy from the violating: 
hand* of thefe fecrilegious plunderers* Thef 
loffts fuftained will probably be felt by.thc^ 
prefent Incumb€Ot6,.the3 opulent among thcm^ ' 
excepted, during their lives. Few eflatcs can: 
bear the fiibdudTOii pf*an half year's rent.; 
The fevereft oecbniMny ' of their ' »ema}nirig» 
days: will (carcely be fufficient to reftore the* 
defi(iiency to themftttves :or their; families. 

• • - / • . " ' r 

• V(^h^n the advopatds for thefe defperad^es; 
(for to the reproach of Our country, and the 
difgrice of human: nature, they l\aye their, 
advocates aiiiong us^^) endeavour to' mitigate* 
the public iridjgnatKin'againft them,.. by fcrft-f 
ening as th^y think the colours of their guilt% 
they-aager.Jy maintain, that the only objcd of 
their .rifing was ' to plunder, the Clergy, and 

to 
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tD liberate thcmfelvcs fifom the paymeiit of 
Tithes and other dues, That is, (btfcaufe they 
hold it to be a crime bi}t of a venial nature) 
that they on{y meant to Qverturn the Religion 
qF their country, but had not aiiy «vil inten- 
tions againft the C/wV Power, or the Temporal 
s^uthority of the State. How far this ingp-r 
niQUS! apology, though fqunded in truth,, 
vould aYail to reduce the magnitflde pf their 
crime, how fer they m^y be charged with a. 
Ipleeifm in politicks, who affume in argument 
t^at a diftindion may be made between the. 
(Sivil and Religious Eft^'hliihments of our; 
Conftitutiofi, antd that an attempt to deftroy 
theond is. not freafon againft the other, we. 
Ihall not now'ftop to eoquipcv Butlhe matter: 
ctf faa, asltis aliedged, wq (hall take leave to 
controvert i and in dked Oppofition to it,:ia 
the moft unequiVG^al terms we do aflfert, that; 
they have betmyed an equal Spirit of Hoftility, 
rfnd^that they are at ithis moment, and their 
fetWrs have been in all forjne^ times, equally 
inimical, to the Civil Autharity, as to the Ec-. 
dfcfia^ical Eftabliflimcnt of this Country^ Not 
to urge in dircS proof of |his, that ihe^ Iivfur-r 
gcnti are of the fame> fruitful Stock of Rebel-, 
lion, from which the matural Encmfy pf this, 
Jfcimpire amiually recruits his fprops.j that they ^ 

fend 
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fend a reg"^*'^ Supply qf traitom from ^poQrig 
tliem, to fight. the battles pfptir enemies, and 
dr^w their rwor4s.ag;ainft their <ioqntry ; oot tfl| 
fjyj^e^ vipoa tl^ir many declarations, raijilj ior 
^e?d uttered 11} tl^e mqfncnt$;Qf iriurpplj ^ti4 
jfitojcication, th^i they had l^rpng - affpratocei 
given. thc|xn of a powerful foreign affiftaaoei 
not to mention that in their Ibberer hours %h9^ 
have parcelled out ^he land$ acooag t^cipj i^t 
yiyingthe claiais of their anceftpi:?, a^d poit)tr 
sa^out tl^ particular fe%ts and djAri<S|s, wj^v^ 
they were pqrf^^ed they hnd nqw ^ favoun 
^blc oppof ^nity ' pf ii^rpflipg^yt of jtfee km^9 
^f^ thofe, w^oljad fplor^gufurped them; not tgt 
^wel), w^ f;^y, upon th^. fatisfa^^y ,ey}denec| 
thattuiight h9r addqped %omr tjief^ ^o^fideratiT 
ons, we need only to advert to the mapy, 
overt-a61s of trcafon and rebellion agalnft the 
Civil Power, ,,vrlj^ch. in •the,4ori;ep,t:Qf'theiri^e- 
predaiions 1(h^y hay?^ cpramUted. , The Qivil 
]^aj^j5r^te }j^,fejeen jimfornUy^i^nd^ft 
opppfed,.whc;nfvqr he attempted to put.,thp 
1^^9,iq force^^ainjft theni. « l^hey have^ught 
Jfeve;'al pitchpd Battles with. hifn, and bajde d9-^ 
$3nce to his authority as againft the^foreigt^ 
eneiny^ They have broken open.th^; p^bii^ 
jMrifpns and fct at liberty all offenders againft 

... *th(5 



the laws that were found in them. They 
have thiteatcned by fee ret affaffination to take 
away the lives of fuch niagiflrates,asliave been 
mofl: aiSfive againft them j and have licen de- 
tchred from the Aced^ only by the unremitted 
vigilance with which lue has ftbod upon his 
-guard, or, the danger there might be to their 
own fafety in the attempt, l^he attempt hai 
been' actually made upon fomp, and defeated 
only by a fpirited refiftance, or what may be 
deetucd the intcrpofirfg protefiion of provi- 
denee. If thefe*- be n6t a6ls of oppofition tQ . 
the Civil Power, if the(c be not adls of rebellion 
againft the States we cbnfefs we are at a lolV 
in whatHerms to fp^ak of them. rThere are nd 
words in the -language defcriptivc of their 
meaning;. * ^ : ^ :' •' 
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' If to all this we add the wcH-k'nown Maiim, 
that bad men, once enteted in th6 ways' of 
violence, are ever tempted by^ccefs to rife in' 
their pretenfions far beyojfid their 'firft pro- 
jcQs of deftrudionv-^prelfing ' forward from 
every profperous atchievement in Villainy to' 
the accompliihment of a greater ^^ magrtitudine' 
trimirium qucerenies falutem. "^ — ^ " Hoping to' 
" efcape by the exorbitance of their crimes.**- 
If, I fay, we take this into the account, we 

fhall 



{ha)l not hefitate to pronounce that, if a fpeedy 
check be not given to the Infurgents for the 
prefent, and effedual means be not taken by., 
the Legiflature to reduce them to the obedience 
of the laws for the future, we (hall no longer 
be entitled to boaft the happinefs of living 
under a free Government, where life and pro- 
perty are fecure, but may refign ourfelves * 
without refiftance to the anarchy of a Mob- 
Government, where all diftinftion will bd 
done away, and every thing that is valuable 
in the nation be trampled under foot. 

After viewing the ravages committed by the 
ftorm, it is natural to alk, what could have^ 
occafioned it ? From what point of the Cora- 
pafs thofe boiflerous winds have- blown, that 
have ftirred up fuch a mighty tempeft ?— Here 
. then we have to encounter a whole hoft of 
fophiftry and falfhoods. The favourers of 
thcfe difturbers of the public peace are not 
lefs ingenious in fuggelling what they think 
to be a vindication of their crimes, than the 
offenders have been daring in comnjitting. 
them. All the florid tropes of declamatory, 
eloquence are , called in aid to work upon the 
paflionsof the public.-^" The fmoky crib—. 
** the-tattered raiment — the naked offspring — 
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are artfully grouped, to exhibit a pidure of 

mifery to excite compaffioa — they are a 

I *^ poor and fufFering people, who- have been 

provoked to thefe adJs of violence by the 
iron rod of oppreffion. — ^The Clergy and 
their tax-gatherers are the hard tafl^mafters^^ 
that have/ reduced the people to povierty ; 
and they have only ri-fen up' in affertion of 
the rights of humanity, to fhake ofF the 
hciavy burdens under which they groaned." 






Whcafucbpain&are taken, when fuch un- 
wearied induftry is exertedlto delude the un- 
derftandings of the public and confirm them 
in vulgar prejudices, it is high time tb endea-^ 
vour fo undeceive them, and by the force of 
truth, if poffible, to break the charm of dclu- 
fion in which they are held and infatuated, as 
it were, by the power of falfliood and mifre- 
prefcntatron. For never were c^oHiplaints of. 
public grievances fo loudly made, and with 
fo litffe foundation in juftice. When the 
real Caufes of thefe tragical events fhall be 
brought into open day from that cloud of 
concealment in wMch they are at prefent in- 
duftrioufly involved, we doubt not but truth j 

and juftice will^dmit them, in rejedion of 
\vhatever prejudice and fallhood may aflert to 

' the 
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the contrary. But wc fhall conMov tHem 
both in their turns. 
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/7/y?, the imputed caufes — namely •* the 
^* avarice of the Clergy of the eftablifhed 
" Churchy and the extortion of Tithe-farmers 
*' and others employed under them." Thefe 
charges, though {o often repeated, though fo 
confidently urged, though fo familiarly taken 
for granted, we will be bold to fay cannot be 
affigned as caufes adequate to the magnitude 
of the infurredtion, or fufficient to have pro- 
voked a deluded ipppulace to carry their tu- 
multuous proceedings to thofe excefies in 
which they have terminated. However the 
ilovelty of the aflertion may ftartle thofe, who 
have lived in the habit of a contrary perfua- 
Hon unfupported either by enquiry or evi- 
dence 5 however it may fubjed the Author of 
thefe pages to the imputation of partiality, we 
will venture to affirm that, in general, thefe 
Caufes do not exiftat all; and wherein par- 
ticular cafes they may be found to prevail, 
they are in fo flight a degree, tnat they can by 
no means be confidered as competent to the 
mighty grievances complained of; nor are they 
fit to. be urged in exculpation of thofe mif- 
creants, who have fo long difturbed the peace 

B 2 of 
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of the community, and broken through all 
the laws of GOD and man to procure redrefs* 

We wi{h to bring this matter to a clear and 
minute difcufliodi For on this hinge do the 
merits of the queftioft turn. If the people be 
really oppreffed, in GOD's name let every hd- 
neft man raife his voice, and lift his arm for 
the^r rejief. • But let it firft be (hewn, who are 
the oppreffors of the people. Let not the 
crimes of tHe guilty be viiited upon the inno-. 
cent. If it (hould appear, that the very men,- 
who are moft clamorous in founding forth the 
grievances qf the people, are themfelves the ,^1 

authors of them ■ ' if it ihould appear that 
tjiefe very men have meanly fabricated fidi- . 
tious charges againft others, merely to flieltef 
their own guilt, and bafely arraigned the m- . 
riocent for the thefts they haVc themfelvea 
committed, Whs^t indignation can fufficiently 
exprefs our feelings ? What punifhment caft. 
b^ adequate to their crime ? It is to be hoped 
that the day will fome, when thefe dark in- 
cendiaries (hall be dragged frorai their lurking ^ 
plaqes, and expofed to public (hame. But this, 
is be(ide our prefent purpofe. We have only, 
now to prove, that the grievances of the peo- 
ple, whether real or fictitious, do not originate 

from 
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from the quarter where they are charged. And 
this we do not defpair of being able to make 
appear, to the fatisfadion of every candid 
mind. 

Whoever will draw a faithful portrait of 
the Clerical charader in general among u», 
will hardly admit avarice to be a feature in the 
piece. It may be faid of the prieft, as well as 
of the poet- — " Katis avarus non temere eft 
" animus.'" The oppofite folly would preferVe 
a clofer refemblance to the Original. Indolerit 
and thriftlefs, they generally pafs the firft 
years of their live^ In though tlefs cafe about 
worldly concerns for the prefent, in humble 
hopes of fome ample preferment at laft falling 
to their lot. But alas! thefe hopes are not 
always anfwercd. Indigence is feldom avari- 
cious. It is the wealthy wretch, whp turns 
mifer and hoards his gold, from the pleafdfe 
he feels in contemplating the growing heap. 
-^That the generality of the Cletgy are poor, 
•or at the utmoft in a ftate of bare competency, 
is a melancholy truth. Thofe who go into 
the Church, as a profeffion and for bread, ex- 
cept by^ the force of rare abilifies, or by fome 
uhufukl accident, feldom arrive at any com- 
petent preferment 'till lajte iii life. Many 

fuch 
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fuch there are at this day, difcharging the 
duties of a Curacy in extreme old age. Thofc 
again, who affume the Gown with better au- 
fpices, with great intereft and powerful friends 
to ferve them, live fplendidly indeed, but arc 
feldoih known to defcend to the fordid cares 
of avarice. . As to the main, body of the Cler- 
gy, who are poiTeffed of the fufficient emolu- 
ments of their profeffiori, what with that de- 
cent Hofpitality which it is their duty to main- 
tain, what with the fupport qf their Families 
which are generally xiumerous, what with 
friendly bounties and Charities which they 
liberally difpenfe, they ufually live up to 
nearly the full extent of their incomes, and 
do not always leave behind them more than 
a moderate fubfiftencc for' thpir widows and 
children i fuch as may eacempt them from be- 
coming penfidners to fome of thofe charitable 
inftitutions, that arc cftabliftied for the fup- 
. port of the indigent relids of the Clergy. 
, Avarice as well as " ambition (hould be made 
. ** of ftemer fluff" — and can have po place in 
the bofoms of fuch men» 

But there is one decifive argument behind, 

, that proves beyond controverfy that the op- 

prefljon of the people cannot proceed from 

- the 



tbc Clergyman; and that is, that he is himfelf 
ihe only oppreffed and fufFering man in the 
parifli ; for every man in it, from the higheft 
to the loweft, lends an helping hand to make 
Jiim fo. Firft the Great Man — for there is a 
great man in every parifh, or one who. would 
fain be thought fo. This refpeflabl^ perfo- 
iiage, who is the ^(?rw>r rejhrt of all parochial 
/concerns, is fcldom the friend of the Clergy- 
«?an beyond the freedom and hospitality of 
l»s table. He firft claims an exemption from 
Tithes for his own dem^fne^ or pays fach a 
irifle for it as is next to an exemption. His 
tenant? muft afterwards be favoured; and, in 
every altercated bargain' left to his decifion, he 
gently declares againft the Incumbent.-^The 
leffer Gentry, ambitious of emulating the 
XJreat M?p by imitating his moderations de- 
njand a proportional abatement. — Even the 
Jittle Country Smarts who alTumes the- name of 
Gentleman in virtue of keeping a faddle-horfe, 
wearing buckfkin breeches, with a new pair 
of boots and fpurs every year^ thinks himfelf 
entitled to the like diftindion ; and if he has 
a tenant or two under him, recommends them 
for indulgence. If this be refufed, he theo 
affumes a lordly tone, and forbids his tenants 
t^o tajce their Tithes, or perhaps pondefcends 

at 
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at laft to hook them in at a trifling advance 
along with his own. — To the poor, who can- 
not pay,^ their Tithes muft be remitted ; and 
the knave, who will not pay, muft be fued 
at expence.— If all and every of thefe exac 
lions are not complied with, jcaloufies and 
heart-burnings, invidious reports and calum- 
nies fly about' the parifh, and the Parfon i* 
execrated from one end to the other of it, 
'till the poor man, worn out at length by 
vexatious infijlts and dedudtions, fubmits to 
make a facrifice of a large portion of his pro- 
perty, to fecure to himfelf the peaceable en- 
joyment oC the remainder. — ^This is a true but 
doleful pidure of the fate of every Clergyman^, 
who is fent down from College into a diftant 
country where he is neither known nor con- 
nedled J and moft of them ftand in that pre- 
dicament for fome part of their lives at leaft. 
It is a truth of public notoriety that, inftead 
of the tenth, which is their right by law, the 
Clergy in many places do not receive th6 
twentieth of the produce of the land* Men 
fo fituated cannot, with any fliadow of juf- 
tice, be confidered as the opprcflTors of the 
people. They are themfehes the fufFcrers. 

' "' ' ' ■ . ' 

' * Secondly, 
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Secondly y let us now enquire itito the juftipb 
of the next imputed caufe of the IrffurredioiH 
namely, " the extortion of Tithe*farmers an4 
''*' Prodors empbyed under the Clergy."—^ 
.Thefe. two dcfcriptions <^ men, tho* very dif- 
ferent from each other, are in common dif- 
courfe and opinion frequently confounded. 
Yet are they as oppofite in their appointments, 
as the man to whom I let a leafe of one'Eftate, 
and the man whom I employ as agent to let and 
r?ceive the rents of another. To the forma: 
the Clergyman makes a demife of his Tithes 
for a certain numter of years, or during in- 
cumbency,- with whom he has nothing furth^' 
to do, than to receive the regular payments 
according to agreement, and to keep him to 
punduality. The other he employs merely 
in valuing the Tithes, and coIle6iing thfc 
produce, while he holds the parifli in his own 
hands. Now in this employment the man 
has frequent opportunities of defrauding his 
mafter, but none whatfoeycr of extorting 
upon the. people* They may by fmall gra- 
tuities fedoce him from his duty, and prevail 
on him to make falfe returns to the Clergy- 
man, who has nothing to depend upon but 
the integrity^of the man. In this cafe then 
the people have every advantage, if there be 
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«ny, of not being over-charged or extorted 
upOQ. We thought it neceffary to fay thus 
?[)auch, for the information of fuch of our 
readers as may be among thofe, who talk 
upon a fubjeft, without knowing even the 
technical terms that belong to it. But to 
return to the cbar^ that i$ njade against 
Tithe-farmers; 

The reader will perhaps be furprifcd to 
hear, that this charge will be found, upon 
enquiry, as utterly void of truth, as the former. 
Thefe are a defcription of men, to whom the 
Clergy have been driven to have recourfe, by 
the crafty and fraudulent dealings of their 
parifhioners. Wearied out by the difficulty 
of dealing with men, whofe fole objed in 
making a bargain is to falfify^ to deceive, an^ 
to'defraud j difgufted by the fmquent difapr 
pointments they experience from their want 
of pupduality in paying v^hat they agree for; 
harraffed with the fatigue and expenfe of coU 
ledmg fmall fums ; they gladly embrace a 
propofal made by a folvent man, who 
farming their Tithes, tho* at a x:onfiderable 
difcount, makes them they think fufficient 
amends, by the punduality of his payments, 
and the competency of the fums he pays in at 

a time, 
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a time, for aay allowances they are fprced tp 
make him. This man is generally a fubftan- 
tial Farmer of the neighbourhood, who by a 
knowledge of bufinefs, and a familiarity with 
^he modes and manners of the people, is a 
match for them in their dealings j and by his 
perfonal influence among them is enabled to 
procure ^ much better price from them, than 
they wpuld ever confent tp pay • to the Clergr- 
man. It is ^t Ipaft well-known that they 
would pay with chearfulnef^ to the one what 
they would piqft grudgingly pay to the other, 
" He W9S one of themfclves,. and it was better 
V he fhpuld h^ye it than a ftranger." This at 
lead was their language before thefc difturban- 
ces broke out. Indeed it fhould fcem that, ia 
fuch a Country as this, it was an happy expe- 
dient to place fuch a man between the people 
and the prieft j who might be ablp, by his inter- 
mediate pofition, to take off ill fome meafurc 
from the painful fituatipnpf bothj to filence 
the envious muripurings of the one, and relieve 
the vexatious anxieties of the ojher, either in 
making bargains or enforcing payments ; leav- 
ing the Clergyman at the fame time difengaged 
and at leifure to attend folely tp the duties of 
his profeffion and the care of religion. • Now 
it is, methinks, rather too haftily inferred, that 
were/y becaufe this man deals in Tithes, he 
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therefore oppreiTes the people. In all his 
other dealings he maintains a f^ir and honeft 
Character. In Tithes alone he is an extortion- 
er. The Author of thefe (heets does not pre- 
tend to have had much intercourfe with this 
qrder of men 5 but fomc he has known > and 
they were men of as much probity and hurtia- 
Eiity as any of their line of life, or indeed oF 
any rank whatfoever ; men from whofe nature 
injuftice and oppreffion were as abhorrent, as 
from the beft in the coitamunity* They are 
in general men, whofe induftry, frugality and 
ibbriety have enabled them to amafs an ample 
competency for their ftation of life, which at 
once fets them above the temptation as well 
as tht incIina,tion to oppofe or defraud. If 
any reliance can be had, if any confidence can 
bcr repofed in prefumptive virtue, they fhotild 
not be haftily refufed to fuch a defcription of 
men. Many ftriking inftances of the offences 
of individijals fliould be firft adduced in proof, 
before a general imputation of criminality 
(hould be admitted againft them. Be it re- 
membered likewife, that no fpecific charges 
have been brought forward againft any. All 
is furmife and gejSeral imputation. — Befides 
all this^ it is not in the power of this man to 
opprefs the people. He cannot take from theto 
more than the tenth. But the grievance lies 
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here. He makes them pay that tenth. They 
cannot play the tricks of fraud and artifice 
with hitHy that they do with the Clergyman, 
Hinc iildo Jachryma 1 Forcing them to do juHice 
19, in their eftimatidn, oppreflion and cxtorti-. 
on. But admitting that fome inflances of the 
cxtdrtion of thefe men may be produced and 
teftified^ allowing that among the Clergy like- 
"Xvife the love of filthy lucre may be found to 
prevail in the breafts of fome individuals over 
a fenfe of probity and humanity, (as in the va- 
nety of the human chara6ter, as in the imper- 
fection of human nature perhaps it cannot' 
be otherwife,) allowing w6 fay for all this, Can 
thefe iiiftances be fuppofed fufficient to have 
fwelled the volume of grievances to fuch a 
bulk, as to have provoked an Infurredion of 
the people over fo large a part of the Kingdom, 
andtojuftify the atrocity of their meafures? 
Shall a few local grievances be inade a 
pretext for univerfal out-cry? No. Had 
their complaints been better founded, had 
their grievances been more weighty and * 
ifijurious, ilill there were many refources 
in the Laws, in the power of their Landlords, * 
in the public Humanity, to which they might * 
have appealed for redrefs, before they be-" 
took themlelves to a remedy fo much worfe ' 
than thb difeafe, N4S..puJ>lic violence and rebel- 

Ifon 
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lion againft the laws of Goi> and mart. But ' 
in very^ fad they have no fuch apology to 
V plead 5 for they have no grievances tp complain I 

of. All that they have faid, and written, and j 

clamoured, and fworn upon the fubjed, is : 

counterfeit and fiditious, the Work pf thqir 
own diftraded imaginations, wifely indeed, 
calculated for the purpofe of colouring over - | 

their evil deeds, but without the fmalleft foun- - f 

dation in truth* . . 

It is the ufual policy of injuftice to calum-^ 
niate the Charader, while it injures the man j 
and in this policy thefe Ruftic Statefmen have 
made a competent proficiency, and pradifed it 
with no fmall degree of fuccefs. They and ^ 

their advocates have wielded the weapons pf 
falfliood with admirable dexterity, and are be- 
come as perfed adepts in the art of political 
lyings as if they had been trained within the 
myfterious circle of Court refinement and in- 
trigue, — Witnefs the glaring falfhoods,, that . 
daily difgrace our public prints* Witnefs the . 
numerous lies, that hourly circulate through 
our towns and villages. Witnefs the private 
converfations of every table, where men fport 
their lifcentious fentiments with freedom, bandy " 
their frivolous arguments, and bliifh not to 
avow themfelves the champions of riot and 

violence, 
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violence, of barbarifrh and vice, of fcditidn 
and rebellion ; and that often in a language 
that would difgrace the moiitb of a Catalinc 
or a Maffaniello. 
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Having thus endeavoured ttf prove, \ve hopd 
to the fatisfa<aion[ of the reader, T?vhat were ncft 
the caufes of this fatal infurredidn, we fhall 
now proceed to fay vi^hat tvere the caufes of 
it 5 to lay open thbfe poifonous fpririgs^ 
from whence thefe bitter Waters have ifllied 
to deluge the land* The Author of thefe 
pages confeffes he caters ufpon this part of his^ 
talk with reltrdance. It is patinful to him ta 
rake into the fink of national depravity j nor 
would he wifh to be thought a fevere cenfor of 
the Age and Country he lives in. But im- 
pelled by a fenfe of duty^ and founded he 
thinks in knowledge and the juftice of the caufe, 
he will proceed. The one juftifies him to 
himfelf ; the other will vindicate him to the 
. world J as it thinks him right or wrong. 

► 

The fir ft real caufe then, which we affign 
of the public diflurbanccs, ts the almoft uni- 
vcrfal corruption of morals among the common 
people of the province. — The Munfter peafan- 
try of Ireland arp, unqueflionably, the mofl 

Uncivilized 
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uncivilized . cotnmonalty in Europe. The 
improvenients that have ipade a progrefs in: 
<>ther places, have not reached them. They. 
are centuries behind other countries ; not to. 
mention their idlenefsand drunkennefs (which 
are national vices, and the true caufe of all the 
poverty and real grievances of the kingdom), 
they have a fpecies of barbarifm peculiar ta 
themfelves, that not only diftinguifties . them, 
from the, inhabitants of other lands, but even 
from the reft of their own countrymen. They, 
are ignorant even to a ftate of brutality ; yet 
is not. this ignorance accoippani^d by that 
plainnefs and fimplicity of character, that is 
confpicuous through the ignorance of other 
•peafantry. They poflefs a craftinefs and cun-. 
ning along with it, that you would expedl to 
find only among men, that had been long hack- 
neyed in the fordid corruptions of the bufy 
world. They are as familiar with all the 
fhrewd quirks and evafive turns of the law, 
by which a bad caufe may be defended, as fa 
many Newgate Solicitors ; and in pecuniary 
matters their acutenefs (harpened by their 
avidity, renders them ^ match for tbe fubtlefli 
Broker of the Alley. Unacquainted with the 
moral obligations of doing Juftice and fpeaking 
Truth, they will cheat and lie, and confirm 

their 
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Acir falflioods and vindicate their frauds by 
fierjury, without the jcaft remorfe. To all this,' 
4hey inherit a tafhnefs of mind, or boldnefs of 
ipirit, call it which you will, that prompts- 
4hem to Tiadertakc the moft hazardous enter-' 
prizes, and harries therti on to the commiffibn 
4>f the moft enormous crimes/ in* which they 
Hop not to exercife the moft vindiftive cruelty/ 
Witnefs the invctersucy with which they fight 
Iheit private quarrels, when the different Clans 
ineet at fairs an^ markets to give a loofe to^ 
itheir ariimofities in pitched battles. Even 
fhi&ir^l3:Ciej rf I>iyi'ne Worship on the Lord's 
pay are their freqi^erit rendezvous t>F hofti.lities.' 
Heticethey becon^e unamenable to the laws,^ 
and: from the ftate -of relaxation in which the 
country Magiftrales have heJd th^:: Execution' 
of the Laws f<?r rrtany years paft, they have 
lived in the habit qrf committipg tJT,e mojl atro-^ 
^ious crimes with imptjnity. — To finifh their 
chata^Jier, Ingratifnde |« their reigning vice. 
They are not more impatient of injuries, than 
they are of benefits. They are iiot to be foft- . 
ened by aifiis of kindnefe. They deem a xnzxi 
a fojDj who confers them, and think they have 
ja right to avail theinfelves of his weaknefs 

*^ data imputaat, \vxm acceptis obligantur." 
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- Whether wc are to impute thefe depravities 
to that ftate of abjed Slavery, the great Debafer 
of the human mind, in which they were fo 
long held by their Chieftains while the fpirit 
of Clanfliip prevailed among them (indeed there 
is 4 great deal of , it remaining to this day) or 
to the fpirit of the Popiih , fuperftition^ to 
which they have been long the groflqf^ 3^igot3, 
we Ihall not pretend to fay. But fuch are the 
people at this time, and doubtlefs they were; 
thefitteft inftrumpnt^ that cpuld be chqfen fpi: 
woi4cing this mighty, mifchief. The tempta- 
tion, held out to their felf^intcrejft, of exemptipg 
then] froni'the payment of Tithes, made them 
embrace the caufe with caaernefs : and the 
,mode cif bringing about th?ir Emancipation 
cxa<5tly fell in with their ferpqe and favage dif- 
pofitions/ It could nqt have been effeded ,by 
^ lefs vicious or lefsabapdpned people. ;; 






But notwithftanding all this, it is not to be 
fuppofed thateveny^/cA a People obuldof Me*^-^ . 
J'elves have formed the defperate proje^. They 
are too grofs in their conceptions, their minds 
are too confined and groveling to have rifen 
without aid to the lofty ambition of overturning 
a National Church. They h^d then, we muft 
xronclijde, their Guides, their Teachers, their 
DireQors. Here we cannot but paufe and afk 

with 
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with aftonifhmeht, IVho were ihofe Guidei^ 
thoje Teachers^ and thqfe DireSIors? Wheti 
we look around in fearch of them, we fee none 
before us but nien. of Fortune, of Family, of 
fair Fame. Can we fiippofe that fuch men 
were the inftigators of all t)iis mifchief? Can 
wp imagine that 'fuch men could have harbour- 
ed the infernal fcheme of letting loofe thefe 
wild beafts to worry and harrafs the venerable 
body of theirfellow-fubjedls, to attack their 
perfons with unmanly outrage, to invade 
their properties, and violate all that- is held 
. facred among men ? Can we perfuade our- 
felvcs that Magiftratcs would look tamely on, 
and behold the moft atttocious breaches of law 
andjuftice, without interpofing their authority 
-for the prefer vation of the peace and the pro- 
tedion of the innocent ? Or muft w6 fubmit 
our minds, though with reluftance, to the 
Evidence of Fads that irrefiftibly flare us in the 
face, and be compelled to acknowledge that 
the Sufinenefs and Connivance of the Munfler 
Gentry were another caufe of this <leftrudive 
Infurredion? 






*''We do riot, Gentlemea, prefume to 
charge' you all . with a , dired agency or 
perfonal adivity in the plot* PaJJive obedi^ 
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•^ ence and non-rejijiance is the crime that 
" moft of you have to anfwrer for. The 
*', Birth of this diftorted Brat may perhaps be 
traced to the fecundity of a lingle brain, 
and worthy the child is of the parent. 
' " JSut that it has had many nurjing fathers 
** a^d nurjing mm hers among you, is evident. 
" The torpid indifference of fome, the cautious 
" timidity of many, the malicious connivance 
** of others, who, fecure themfclvcs ftom the • 
** danger, fat ft ill with carelefs apathy to 
*^ enjoy the Storm which threatened the lives 
*' of others, not without' a wifhfol eye to the 
*' picking up of fome rich venture from the 
" .Wreck, are evident proofs of the Fa<9. If 
" beiides all this, you have given ftrong in- 
** dications that you raifed up to the deluded 
^* minds of th^e populace this phantom of 
** fiditious grievances, merely to blind their 
'* eyes, or turn them away from the quarter 
*> where real ones were to be found, namely, 
** from the rack-rents and bppreffive exai^ions 
" of unfeeling landlotds^-^how will you abide 
" the vengeance of your Country f, Haw will 
you make your peace with Heaven or your- 
felves? That you might have ftifled this 
** Monfter at its birth, or ftrangled it in its 
" cradfe, is evident from' the well-known 

powerful 
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** powerful irifluencc you maintain, for your 
*^ own purpofcs, over your tenants and vaf-^^ 
'* fals* But [the opinion rifes to certainty, 
" when we advert to the noble ftand that 
*• has been made by a few fpirited individuals 
among you, who have been able to quell 
this blatant beaft, even after it had grown 
*^ to its full fixe and formidable ftrength* 
" They have been able to flop its violence, 
** not only within their own diftrifis^ but to 
** hunt it at a diftance likewnfe, and make it 
** quake at the very found of their names , 
*' If a handful of heroes have been found 
•f equal to this atchievement, what might hot 
^ an army of' Munfter Gentlemen have 
" performed ? But it is painful to purfue this 
*^ ftrain any further. The hour is now come, 
'^ when you will be compelled to do frpm 
" the rheaneft of all motives, felf-intereft, 
^ w^hat you could not be prevailedrmpon to 
*' do from a fenfc of honour, or religion, a 
•* love of juftice or your Country. From 
** the few capital cohvi<3ions that could be 
" procured at the late Provincial Afiizes, 
arifihg from the duplicity of Witneffcs 
and the partiality of Juries, it is found 
** that the leflcr punishments which the Law 
'* infiiSs upon mifdemearfors are infuificient 
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*' to check the rebelliotis fpirit of thefe 
hardened offenders. They have proceeded 
to the commiffion of ftill greater outrages 
'* than ever. They have thrown off the 
" ma£k, and by feveral recent inftances of > 
" their condud have declared, that rents as 
w^ell as Tithes are the obje<3s of their- 
rapacity. The mifchief of your own dc-* 
vices, Gentlemen, has now fallen upon your 
heads.. Like unfkilful Gonjuirers, you have 
raifcd a Spirit that you cannot lay. The 
** fire you had kindled under your neighbour's 
" roof has now fpread its flames to your- 
" own dwellings.. If this does not roufe you- 
'* from ;^our dream of fecurity, your /fleep 
** may be everiafting, and yon may never 
*' again awake to the fight of youf houfes, 
*' your families, or your pofleffions" ; 

An happy releafe might now be given to 
both the reader and the writer from travelling- 
any further together over this barren ground 
of altercation and controverfy, was it not 
necefTary to fay a few words upon the fubjed. 
of Tithes^ a fubjed fo much talked of and fa 
little underflood. — After a lapfe of near four* 
teen centuries, which have gone by fince the^ 
firft eftabliflimcnt bf Tithes in Europe by^ 

the 
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the,raunicipal Laws of the feveral Countries^ 
as a mode of maintenance for the Minifters 
of Religion, and of more than twelve hundred 
years fince their Eftabli£hinent- in this King- 
dom, we ^re called upon to vindicate the 
equity and expediency of the meafure^ After 
fo long a. tenure the title h difputed, and we 
are gfavcly told that Tithes are a grievance 
to the Subjed, and that a total abolition of 
them would be not' only highly beneficial to 
the community at large, but materially pro- 
mote the interefts of Religion itfelf. One 
would think that the very Sound of the Pro- 
pofition would be fufEciertt to betray the folly 
of it, and excite nothing in the mind of the 
hearer but negled and ridicule. But fince 
it is the capricious humour of this innovating 
age, not to reft fatisfie4 with the pradices of 
former times • fince the rage for novelty, which 
they call reformation, h^s, carried men to.fuch 
lengths of cavil and objedlion, that they will 
not admit even the moft felf-evidcnt truths 
without difcufllon, we fliall endeavoiar to 
prove, (tho* the plaineft truths are perhaps 
the moft difficult to be proved) that Tithe? are 
fo far from being a grievance, that they are 
really an advantage to the Subjed, aiid that 
any other mode by Commutation' would not 
^ ' -i •' only 
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only not anfwer the pdrpofe of fupporting i 
National Church, but would be more burden- 
fomc to the public. 

^ * 

.Tithes may be confiilereiJ as partaking of 
the nature of all funds appropriated to the 
payment of public ferrices. The difeharge 
of the civil iift^ the pay of the arrgy and jHavy, 
the- falarks of Judges. and offiaers of therc-^ 
Yenuc, the Revenues of the Church, arefo many 
national expenditures for the maintenance c^ 
the States npr can ^ny oae of th^m, provided 
the public ferHrice is perfwmedj be deemed ^ 
grieHfanbe more than ^nolher.. Bufi Tithesi 
have'fever^l advantages^ i» point of not beinig 
burdenfoftie t& the SubjeiS,; oyer the reft, 
Allr the ^ther» are paid immediately out of 
the public pur fe, that is, out of the pocket of 
cviery indiv^dttalv Tithe$ are never |>aid oisit 
of any property eithter publie or privattv 
If they'^ould ever be deemed a charge on the 
rpubiic, it tvaft, when they ifvere ftrft gl»anted>r 
when fti^ much annual revenue was^: takjeii;i 
iout of tt>e p^bli^ Stock* &nd. BDa<Je a free gift 
of to the Gletgy, tbough not without a tacit 
vfiipulation for the , pe^rfor^ruj^eice of-fuch and 
:»fiich public, ftrviccu . It was rather paymenf 
,than; a gifft^ ' . Bm rever' fioce; thftt • ti.tne, *hr 
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ReVcflucs of the Church have been a feparate 
property, that hangs loofe frdm the national 
ftoGk^on wliich none have a dem^nd^ and the 
payment of them cannot be an injury to aftyj 
The lands have deflbended frotn age to age» 
and have pafled frora one ptoprietor to another 
by grant, by pnrchafe or inheritance, liable to 
the payment of Tithes. The Sovereign could 
, not grant thern, for they are out of the poweir 
of the Crov^n. The purchafer iJould not claim 
thefli, for he had never bought them. The in^ 
herJior caanot claim them^ for they were never 
in the poffeffioft of hi» anceftors. . That part of 
the foil in which^ the Clergy have an iHtereft i» 
never bought, o* fold, or rented to any m^an in 
alienation from the Church. Had Tithes never 
been granted, or were they now to , be coafo- 
lidated into the general property, no public 
advantage Would accrue from it. The pur- 
chafer^ muft make his bargaint at an higher 
rate for the Fee-fimple; of the land ; the tenant 
Inuft pay an higher rent for his Jeafe. -^ . 

' . . ' ... 

But perhaps there is a delufion of the fenfes, 
- a deceptic vifUs in the cafe. Becaufe Tithes 
ttiay be paid in kind, and vtyihly taken out of 
the iield, they are fuppofed to be fo mudk 
dedtided out of the fruits of ioduftry ; and 
'becaufe rciits are paid in money, they are re- 
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tnoved from thb fufpicion of arifing from thtf 
flme fource. This weakcft of all delufien* 
has< I doubt not, it's influence upon many: 
who can fee better than they can think. But 
furcly that part of the land, out of which the 
occupier raifes the tenth, does not require 
more of his induftry, than the other nine parts, 
out of which he raifes the rent, and the one, 
is as much taken oat of the fruits of induftry • 
as the othen He is equally bopnd like wife 
to the payment of both 5 unlefs he can prove 
that when he takes a farm, and agrees to pay 
rent for nine parts of the land, he ftipulates: 
at the fame time for a right of applying the 
produce of the tenth to his own ufe. But in. 
fad if he was not to pay it to the Clergy rtianv 
he muft pay it to the landlord, as is evident 
when lands that are lithe-free are to be leafed, 
out* The circumftance of Immunity is never- 
omitted in the Advertifement, but: always 
inferted as notice for expectation of an highex 
rent ; and the bargain is feldom. concluded 
without an; advance much beyond what the 
Tithe would amount to. 

But Tithes have another advantage over all 
other funds appropriated to , the payment of 
public fervices. The reft are liable to be in7 
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creafcd, and are increafcd as the' exigencies of 

the State require. Tithes are always the fame- 
The fifth or eighth can never 'be demanded for 
the tenth, and the weight of them qan taever 
be increafed upon the Subjcd.-rAll other im- 
pofts are not only taken immediately out of 
the public purfe, but that likewife (lands fur- 
ther pledged to make good their deficiencies* 
Tithes are leltprodu^iivc, and never fail to 
aijfwer the demand. They are a permanent 
and never-failing fpring, that require no aid 
in fupply of all the drains that are made upon 
them. They ftand alone and inexhauftiblc. 
From tlje pliable du6iility of their nature they 
accommodate themfelves to every change of 
time and circumftance.: They bear a varying 
proportion to the value of , money and< the 
price of commodities. They rife with fcarcity, 
and fink with plenty. They may be faid at 
once to bid defiance to all the ravages of plague 
and peftilence, of war and famincj, and at the 
fame time^ not to fwell beyond due bounds by 
the overflowings of abundance, the high price 
making amends for the fcarci'ty, and the 
chpapnefs of the market correcting the plenty. 

But to filence complaint at once, and pluck 

upall pretence of grievance by the roots^ 

; % Tithes 
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Tithes arc the incorporate eftate of the Church, 
inheritable and unalienable, acknowledged by 
the common law, and confirmed by many 
fiibfequent ftatutcs. They are cooeval with 
the firft planting of Chriftia^ity in the Ifland» 
and boaft a claim of priority, in point of ori- ; 

ginal feiaiin, and confequently of payment, to 
all- other property whatfoever and however 
obtained. The Clergy arc the oldeft proprietors 
of land in the kingdom : Tithes are their eftate<> 
confining of a Chiefry to which all the lands of 
the kingdom have been.fubjed from time im- 
memorial. From this eftate of the Clergy many ^ 
public advantages have at all times accrued, and 
do at this day fubfift. Upott the tenants of 
this eftate the rents are never raifed. No more 
; than the tenth can ever be demanded. They^ 
have likewife better bargains than the tenants 
of other lands ^ for Tithes are never paid to ^ 
their full value: Seldom more than the 15* 
or 20* fometimes not the 40* of the real 
produce of the lands, comes into the coffers of 
the Church. In allowance of time for pay- 
ment ^ikewife, the tenants of this eftate enjoy 
an indulgence not granted to the tenants of 
any other eftate in the kingdom. Inftead of 
the pundtiai returns of rents, coming in with 
thte regular return of quarter-day, as with the 
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laity, one, two, three, fometimes four years 
clapfe before arrears due to the Clergy are paid 
off. The Clergy are the moft indulgent land- 

. lords in the kingdorn.^— All thefe advantages 
would ceafe and be loft to the tenantry, upon 
the abolition of Tithes. They would be tranCr 
ferred with, much augmentation from the 
pocketi of the tenants into thofe of their 
landlords, enriching the one at the expenfe of 
the other. Did then the tenants pf this coun- 
try knpw and confult theif own ititereft, ipr 
(lead of being ^he deluded ipftrun^ents of their 
greedy landlqrds in procuring the abolition of 

, Tithes, they would be fanguine champions 
for their continuance ^nd fypport 
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